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 The Trust grants licenses to RFCs for 3rd

parties to copy, publish, display, translate and 
distribute RFCs, but not to modify them. 

 Recently the Trust granted a license in one 
RFC to make derivative works of the 
technical content with language used in the 
RFC.

 This was done at the request of the authors 
and is not expected to happen frequently.
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 Thank You!



IETF Trust Request:
Incorporate 3rd Party 
Modifications into RFC

 ISSUE: Authors <draft-ietf-codec-opus-16> want people to 
be able to incorporate all of their technical content, both 
Code Components and other text, into software, and then to 
modify it.

PROBLEM: Authors retain the right to license their own 
Contributions, but not the completed, formatted RFC 
document. Only the Trust holds the copyright in the RFC, 
and only the Trust can license the RFC. However, the normal 
license granted by the Trust for non-IETF use under Section 
3.c of the Trust Legal Provisions does not allow derivative 
works.
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IETF Trust Request:
Incorporate 3rd Party 
Modifications into RFC

SOLUTION: The Trust grants derivative rights by placing 
a Trust-granted derivative license directly in the RFC 

 LANGUAGE: The licenses granted by the IETF Trust to 
this RFC under Section 3.c of the Trust Legal Provisions 
shall also include the right to extract text from Sections 1 
through 8 and Appendix A and Appendix B of this RFC and 
create derivative works from these extracts, and to copy, 
publish, display and distribute such derivative works in any 
medium and for any purpose, provided that no such 
derivative work shall be presented, displayed or published in 
a manner that states or implies that it is part of this RFC or 
any other IETF Document.
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What is the IETF Trust ? 

 The IETF Trust was founded by CNRI and the Internet 
Society (AKA the Settlors). 
 http://iaoc.ietf.org/docs/IETF-Trust-Agreement-Executed-12-15-05.pdf

 Also see BCP 78 / RFC 5378.
 It exists to hold intellectual and other property of the IETF 

“for the advancement of the science and technology 
associated with the Internet and related technology.”

 It has a legal existence as a Trust in the Commonwealth of 
Virginia. 

 There are 9 Trustees, the members of the IAOC.
 The Trustees have a fiduciary duty to protect the IETF’s 

property!
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The IETF Trust Legal Provisions

 The IETF Trust  is currently operating under 
Trust Legal Provisions (TLP) 4.0.
Effective Date: December 15, 2009

 These can be found at 
http://trustee.ietf.org/docs/IETF-Trust-License-Policy.pdf
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