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Internet Society Calls for Restoration of Full Internet Access in Turkey
Internet Society President and CEO Kathy Brown issued the following statement today:

We are deeply concerned with recent reports that the Turkish government is mandating
curtailed access to key social media sites for millions of users across Turkey. Recent
actions to implement the Turkish government's requirement include the redirection of
network routes so that Turkish citizens are not getting the correct information from the
Domain Name System (DNS). They are instead being redirected to other web sites
controlled by Turkish service providers. In addition to undermining core technical
functions of the Internet’s architecture, such actions also threaten users’ fundamental
human right to seek, receive, and impart information and ideas across frontiers.

Interfering with a country’s routing of Internet traffic not only harms citizens’ ability to
communicate and innovate as part of the global Internet platform; it can also lead to a
fragmentation of the network at the regional and global levels. Ultimately, the Turkish
people and nation are the ones that will suffer, as their voices will be lost across the net.

The Internet Society believes that the Internet is a global medium that fuels economic
and social development, empowers users with limitless access to knowledge, and
supports aspirations for freedom. Bob Hinden, Chair of the Internet Society Board of
Trustees, added, “We strongly urge the Turkish Government to stop requiring the
blocking of access to social media sites and to allow full Internet access to all Turkish
citizens immediately. We believe that the opportunity to participate in the global
information society should never be taken away from individuals.”

The Internet Society hopes that nations around the world will come to understand that
blocking citizens’ access to the tools of online communication only serves to fuel discord
and is not the way to address the underlying concerns of their citizens. Such measures
can only undermine citizens’ trust in their government’s ability to provide an enabling
Internet environment for economic and social progress.

About the Internet Society

The Internet Society is the trusted independent source for Internet information and
thought leadership around the world. With its principled vision and substantial
technological foundation, the Internet Society promotes open dialogue on Internet
policy, technology, and future development among users, companies, governments,
and other organizations. Working with its members and Chapters around the world, the



Internet Society enables the continued evolution and growth of the Internet for
everyone. For more information, visit www.internetsociety.org

Media Contact:
Wende Cover, cover@isoc.orq,
+1-703-439-2773




