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Experts to Discuss U.S. Government Internet Surveillance Programs and Online 

Privacy at INET San Francisco 
 

[San Francisco – September 23, 2013] – At INET San Francisco, the Internet Society and its San Francisco Chapter, 

in conjunction with CNET, will host a live discussion on cyber surveillance, an issue of great importance in the wake 

of recent revelations about the U.S. Government’s controversial surveillance programs. The event on October 2, 

2013, will present two experts on individual privacy rights and cyber surveillance, and encourage discussion 

regarding public policy issues that could change the Internet as it is known today.  

 

The INET San Francisco agenda will kick off with a discussion featuring two experts on public policy and cyber 

surveillance.  Alexander Abdo, a staff attorney with the National Security Program for the American Civil Liberties 

Union (ACLU), will join Nate Cardozo, Staff Attorney with the Electronic Frontier Foundation’s digital civil liberties 

team. Together, they represent many years of experience defending individual rights against this kind of 

government intrusion. 

 

"Government surveillance and online privacy have been making news headlines recently, and become a topic of 

great debate," said Paul Brigner, Internet Society Regional Bureau Director, North America. "At the Internet 

Society, we believe that ongoing dialogue on the topic is necessary to educate and inform audiences. It is in this 

spirit that we invite people to join us for a multistakeholder discussion regarding what is at stake when it comes to 

Internet privacy and security." 

 

The event will also feature a panel discussion with the following participants:  

 

• Susan Freiwald, Professor, University of San Francisco School of Law  

• Matthew Sundquist, Former Facebook Privacy Team Member and Co-founder of Plot.ly   

• Declan McCullagh (moderator), Chief Political Correspondent, CNET  

• Paul Brigner, North America Regional Bureau Director, Internet Society 

 

INET San Francisco will be held on October 2 from 6:00 pm until 8:30 pm PDT at CNET's offices located at 235 2nd 

Street in San Francisco, CA. The event will also be streamed live for those unable to attend in person, 

http://new.livestream.com/internetsociety. For further information, including how to register, please visit 

http://www.internetsociety.org/inet-san-francisco/. 

 

About the Internet Society 

The Internet Society is the trusted independent source for Internet information and thought leadership from 

around the world. With its principled vision and substantial technological foundation, the Internet Society 

promotes open dialogue on Internet policy, technology, and future development among users, companies, 

governments, and other organizations. Working with its members and Chapters around the world, the Internet 

Society enables the continued evolution and growth of the Internet for everyone. For more information, visit 

www.internetsociety.org. 
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